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Quarterly Issues and Program Report  

 

July 1 – September 30, 2011 

 

NBC 6/WTVJ attempts to serve the public interest, convenience and necessity by 

presenting broadcast material which treats significant issues of the people in the 

communities served by NBC 6/WTVJ.   

 

The community issues to which WTVJ addressed significant programming were 

determined by knowledge obtained through community involvement and informal 

ascertainment of the general public, community leaders, public officials, inclusive of 

different ethnic organizations and service organizations, the following list emerged as 

issues needing media attention and support. 

 

NBC 6/WTVJ recognizes that it has an ongoing obligation to remain aware of such 

community issues and to exercise its best judgment as to what broadcast matter should be 

programmed to treat those needs and interests. This report includes a brief description of 

such community issues and some of the programs we believe have provided the most 

significant treatment of such issues during the period July 1 through September 30, 2011. 

 

The programs produced to meet the needs of the public include locally produced shows 

and newscasts as well as national programs, public service announcement campaigns, and 

sales marketing campaigns. 

 

 

 

Community Issues  

 

Politics 

Health  

Environment 

Consumer/Economy 

Education 

Family 

Ethnic/Diversity 

Live Positive 

Community 
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Locally Produced Programs 

 

Our locally produced, regularly scheduled programs address community issues, concerns 

and needs.  The programs are as follows: 

 

NBC 6/WTVJ News – Daily Local News Programs – WTVJ’s daily newscasts devote 

considerable time to local issues and community problems.   

 

Regularly scheduled, locally produced newscasts and programming include:  

 

Program Time  Days  

NBC Miami News at 5am 5:00-5:30 am  Monday-Friday 

NBC Miami News at 5:30am  5:30-6:00am Monday-Friday 

NBC Miami News at 6am 6:00-7:00am  Monday-Friday 

Live Miami at 11am  11:00-12:00pm  Monday-Friday  

 

 

  

NBC Miami News at 5pm 5:00-6:00pm Monday-Friday 

NBC Miami News at 6pm 6:00-6:30pm Monday-Friday 

NBC Miami News at 11pm 11:00-11:30 pm Monday-Friday 

   

 

NBC Miami Today Saturday 6:00-7:00am Saturday 

NBC Miami Today Saturday 9:00-10:00am Saturday 

NBC Miami News at 6pm 6:00-6:30 pm  Saturday 

NBC Miami News at 11pm 11:00-11:30 pm  Saturday 

   

 

NBC Miami Today Sunday 6:00-8:00am Sunday 

NBC Miami News at 6pm 6:00-6:30 pm  Sunday 

NBC Miami News at 11pm 11:00-11:30 pm  Sunday 
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POLITICS 

 

NBC 6 is devoted to covering a myriad of local, national, and international government 

issues during its newscast.  The coverage includes profiles of policy makers, political 

debates, political controversies, and school board issues.     

 

Debt Talks 

Reporter: Kevin Corke 

7/22/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:57 

President Obama today said shrinking government and raising taxes are never fun. 

However, these are the main features of a new deal President Obama seeks to pass, in order 

to balance the national budget, and avoid a default on August 2
nd

.  

 

Debt Debate 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral 

7/27/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:02 

The deadline is Tuesday, and Washington is showing no sign of reaching a deal on the debt 

ceiling. A major House vote had to be put off until tomorrow.  

 

Obama’s 50
th

 Birthday 

Reporter: Whitney Paul 

8/4/2011 5pm and 11pm 

Length: 1:18 

The crew of Air Force One and members of the press pool sang Happy Birthday to the 

President after he returned from Chicago early morning. Then once the sun came up, a 

high school marching band gave Mr. Obama a grand “Happy Birthday” wish outside the 

White House. If the President’s personal second wish is a second term in office he’s got 

some work to do. A Quinnipiac poll released today shows fifty percent of Florida voters 

don’t think Mr. Obama deserves a second term.  

 

Political Battle in Miami City Hall 

Reporter: Hank Tester 

9/26/2011 6pm 

Length: 1:45 

Another day, another political battle in Miami City Hall this time the police union and 

commission are going at it over a new agreement.  
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HEALTH 

 

As the first generation of Baby Boomers are retiring and more people are becoming health 

conscious, NBC Miami offers an array of reports – from the most concerning and relevant 

health issues to the latest in medical technology.    

 

Allergy Sniffing Dog 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral/Kevin Corke 

7/22/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:35 

Allergies is something millions of people suffer from each day, but imagine living with a 

peanut allergy so severe, it could kill you. One young man in Connecticut knows that life 

all too well. However, a special four-legged friend is helping to keep this young man out of 

danger. This service dog is specifically trained to sniff out dangerous items before they 

cause harm.  

 

Flip Flops Harm 

Reporter: Kevin Corke 

7/22/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:11 

With extreme South Florida summer heat, flip-flops seem like a practical and fashionable 

footwear choice for those hot summer days. However, doctors warn that these shoes may 

put you at risk for painful injuries.  

  

Art Brain Therapy 

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

7/27/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:35 

Simple tools such as paper, pencil, and colors, helped change the life of a woman who 

suffered a brain injury in a car accident. Now 23 years later, this woman is on a mission, 

donating art therapy sessions, to help others recover from emotionally from a disabling 

injury.  

 

Skinny Moms 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral/Kevin Corke 

7/28/2011 5pm 

Length: 3:00 

The old saying “ Pregnant women are eating for two,” seems to be slowly disappearing. 

Doctors stress that a normal weight woman should gain between 25-35 pounds during 

pregnancy. However, many soon to be moms appear to be gaining very little to no weight 

over the course of nine months. Some blame celebrities who barely have a bump, and drop 

back to normal weight within weeks versus the year doctors predict.  
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Student Athletes  

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

7/29/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:22 

Heart conditions are common among athletes, but often go undetected. Tonight, a South 

Florida Hospital is doing what it can to help change this alarming statistic. NBC Miami 

Health Reporter Diana Gonzalez explains.  

 

Heart Attacks    

Reporter: Jessica Clark 

8/5/2011 11pm 

Length: 1:55 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States. Last year 785,000 

Americans suffered heart attacks a quarter of them sis not make it. Jessica Clark explained 

how that could change. 

 

Compounding Pharmacies    

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

8/4/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:53 

Decades ago pharmacies used to create medications for patients until big drug companies 

took over. Now dozens of pharmacies across South Florida are back in the mix.  

 

Turkey Recall    

Reporter: Kevin Corke 

8/4/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:00 

A salmonella outbreak is causing meat giant Cargill to recall 36 million pounds of fresh 

and ground turkey. The Arkansas plant is recalling all meat produced since February 20
th

 

and it’s also halted ground turkey production at that plant. The outbreak in 26 states has 

left one person dead and 80 other sick.  

 

FL West Nile virus 

Reporter: Jeff Burnside 

8/4/2011 5pm and 11pm 

Length: 1:23 

Back in the sunshine state, mosquitos are making people sick. There are five confirmed 

cases of West Nile virus in Northern Florida.   

 

Toxic Car Seats    

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

8/4/2011 11pm 

Length: 1:53 

A new study found more than half of the car seats sold in the U.S. contain hazardous 

chemicals. Flame-retardants and chemical additives have been linked to cancer and birth 

defects in 60% of car seats tested. These chemicals increase the potential toxicity when 

they are exposed to heat and UV rays. 
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Wallaroo Hats 

Reporter: Shiri Spear 

8/11/2011 11am 

Length: 4:30 

In South Florida, Sun protection is always needed to keep skin looking beautiful and 

prevent health issues.  Dermatologist trained Doctor Donna Bilumartin informed us about 

the new and stylish options for sun protection, Wallaroo Hats. 

 

Smartphones Strain 

Reporter: Kevin Corke  

8/12/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:55 

A new study finds that reading, watching movies or playing games on small hand-held 

screens could cause problems with your eyesight. Elizabeth Temple talked about how cell 

phones, Ipads and kindles just to name a few can affect our eyesight. 

 

Bladder Cancer 

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

8/16/2011 9am 

Length: 2:20 

Nearly 70 thousand men and women will be diagnosed with bladder cancer this year in the 

US. Now there’s a new treatment designed by a researcher at UM.  

 

Baby Boy Trend 

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

9/1/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:00 

Parents expecting a baby boy face a decision at birth, whether to have him circumcised. In 

the last decade there’s been a change in the trend declining since 2009. Today the center 

for disease control released new information about the incidence of in hospital male 

circumcision. The CDC numbers don’t take into account Jewish circumcisions not 

performed in the hospital and another factor that influences circumcision rates is whether 

Medicaid will pay for it. As of now, it is not covered in 15 States and Florida is one of 

them.  

 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Reporter: Nathalie Pozo  

9/7/2011 11am 

Length: 4:00 

 Multiple sclerosis is a chronic disease that attacks the central nervous system. The disease 

not only affects those with MS but also their loved ones including children. The MS 

Society has organized “Kids Camp 2011” which helped children deal with the daily 

pressures of living with a parent or relatives who has this disease.  
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

With more and more people interested in living “Green” and concerned about the 

environment, NBC Miami offers informative reports on an array of “living green” topics 

on an on-going basis.   

 

Keys Underwater Prediction 

Reporter: Kevin Corke/Jackie Nespral 

7/28/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:28 

Will the Florida Keys be underwater by the year 2100? That is a bold pronouncement from 

National Environmentalist Group this week, warning that Florida is among the most 

vulnerable places likely to be affected by climate change, and sea level rise.   

 

Beach Waters 

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

8/8/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:45 

New testing standards could change what kind of water health officials consider “safe for 

swimmers”. Local officials will no longer test for a specific kind of beach bacteria.  Diana 

Gonzalez reported which one it is and how it affects our citizens.  

 

Plastic Containers 

Reporter: Jeff Burnside   

8/12/2011 11am 

Length: 2:00 

It’s something that many people use in their homes, or when they go out to eat. Now one 

South Florida Hospital group is changing the way it serves its food in order to go green and 

save green at the same time.  

 

Hurricane Irene 

Reporter: Ari Odzer  

8/29/2011 6pm 

Length: 2:00 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Irene, now some news stations, networks and even the 

National Hurricane center have all been accused of over-hyping the category-one storm. 

The Director of the National Hurricane Center told NBC Miami there was no hype, 

forecasters did the best they could with the current state of technology.   

 

Living Green Fair 

Reporter: Roxanne Vargas   

9/7/2011 11am 

Length: 3:30 

NBC Miami is helping you to live green. There’s a friendly competition happening in your 

city and all of you have to do is pledge conservation. Founder of the Wyland Living Green 

Fair David Etzler and Coconut Creek Commissioner Lisa Aronso join us to tell you about 

the Mayor’s challenge all in the name of water conservation.  
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Cuba Drilling 

Reporter: Jeff Burnside  

9/20/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:30 

The US and Cuba need to sit down together and put together a coordination or a protocol 

on the management of a future oil spill. By mid-December Cuba will start drilling for oil 

just 80 miles off Florida’s coast. The news has many here in the US scrambling to figure 

out how to keep our shores safe in case something goes wrong. Because of the Cuban 

embargo, the drilling in Cuban waters is being done by foreign oil companies and Cuban 

officials say they’ll adhere to the highest safety standards. 

 

Eco Chi 

Reporter: Shiri Spear    

9/28/2011 11am 

Length: 4:00 

Feng Shui, green living and environmental awareness together they’re called eco chi. The 

goal is to help you live harmoniously at home and with the environment. In this report 

NBC Miami’s Shiri Spear explains.  
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CONSUMER/ECONOMY 

 

NBC Miami airs series of reports dealing with the most current and most concerning 

consumer and economy issues.  

 

BSO Firework Demo 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral 

7/1/2011 6pm 

Length: 0:40 

As you and your family celebrate the nation’s independence this weekend, the Broward 

Sheriff’s Office wants to make sure you celebrate safely. Deputies are holding their annual 

fireworks safety demonstration in Cooper City, to show residents how to properly handle 

fireworks. There were more than 6,000 fireworks related injuries last year according to the 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.  

 

Info for Sale 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral 

7/22/011 5pm 

Length: 0:46 

Is the state banking off of your driver’s license information? The Florida Department of 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles sells your name, address, date of birth, and vehicle 

registration information to insurance companies. The DMV profited over $63 million 

dollars last year from selling consumer information, and it is legal, as long as the 

information does not reach businesses.  

 

Post Office Future 

Reporter: Kevin Corke 

7/26/2011 6pm 

Length: 0:58 

The US Postal Service is trying to save some money. Thousands of post offices are being 

considered for closure across the country, including dozens here in Florida. Several 

locations are under review for closure. Among these locations some do not sell enough 

stamps to cover employee costs, while others are surrounded by alternative options. The 

list of closures includes locations in Miami and Broward Counties.  

 

Rude City 

Reporter: Kevin Corke/Jackie Nespral 

7/27/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:51 

Boca Raton, Florida is considered the 12
th

 rudest city in the world based on a popular 

mobile platform, foursquare. The ranking was based on how many people used curse 

words on comments when they checked in on the site. Boca Raton Mayor Susan Whelcel 

wants to apologize for the city’s rudeness with “Boca is Nice Day.” The mayor and Glades 

Plaza merchants want to re-establish the city’s image with this event. Consumers can come 

out for free food and coffee.  
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Save Your Condo 

Reporter: Kevin Corke/Jackie Nespral/ Willard Shepard 

8/3/2011 6pm 

Length: 2:44 

Condo owners, how would you like to see your monthly maintenance fees cut? 

Tonight, we show you have to turn a problem in thousand of condo buildings, into cold 

hard cash. Willard Shepard investigates.  

 

Unemployment Rate  

Reporter: John Yang 

8/5/2011 11pm 

Length: 1:54 

July’s jobs report was released today. U.S. employers added 117-housand jobs to their 

payrolls and the unemployment rate ticked down to 9 point one-percent.  

 

Unemployment Rate in Florida 

Reporter: Jeff Burnside 

8/5/2011 6pm 

Length: 1:05 

In Florida the unemployment rate went down to 10.6 this June compared to last June’s 

11.4. Jeff Burnside investigates where are those jobs being created in Florida. The state 

says most of the new jobs in South Florida are found mostly in leisure and hospitality, 

private education, health care and professional services.   

 

Credit Downgrade  

Reporter: Steve Handelsman 

8/5/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:00 

Today President Obama slammed the downgrade, but promised Washington would do 

more to fix the underlying debt problem. Steve Handelsman investigates the latest from 

Capital Hill  

 

Massive Dive in Wall Street  

Reporter: Maria Bartiromo 

8/8/2011 11pm 

Length: 1:50 

Fear has taken over Wall Street with another massive dive. A huge sell off saw the DOW 

Plunge 634 points to close at 10 thousand 8-10. It’s the sixth largest point drop in U.S. 

history. The NASDAQ also closed down more than 6% and certainly this was dark day for 

the Nation’s finances and for millions of Americans with a financial stake in the markets. 

This after the Unites States lost its top credit rating.  
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Wall Street Worries  

Reporter: Steve Handelsman/ Amara Sohn 

8/5/2011 5pm and 11pm 

Length: 2:08 

A much needed upswing today on Wall Street at the closing bell the DOW was up 429 

points to 11,239. The high note came after a turbulent up and down day in trading. The 

lowest point came right after when the Federal Reserve Board announce no new actions to 

intervene in what many sees as growing economic crisis.  

 

Cash Gold  

Reporter: Amara Sohn 

8/5/2011 6pm and 11pm 

Length: 1:36 

The uncertainty of Wall Street is prompting a Gold Rush here in South Florida. It comes as 

the price of gold hit a record high and becomes the choice of investment for many with 

more and more consumer now cashing in.  

 

Text and Storm 

Reporter: Willard Shepard 

8/4/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:00 

Willard investigated on a new program where a simple text message can get insurance 

adjusters out to you home and your claim up and running if you have trouble in the days 

ahead.  

 

Airshow Controversy 

Reporter: Willard Shepard 

8/5/2011 11pm 

Length: 2:15 

Now to the proposed Miami International Aerospace show it could bring thousands of jobs 

to South Florida ad is being hailed as the Superbowl of air shows. The show was ready for 

takeoff and the local business and workers who would benefit were ready to fly but the 

CIU team learned the Air Force is keeping the show on the ground. 

 

iPhone Scam 

Reporter: Willard Shepard 

8/9/2011 6pm and 11pm 

Length: 2:00 

The CIU discovered a scam that uses your own phone to rip you off. Police says some 

folks were ending up with the bills on phones they did not order and never saw.  
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Passport Scam 

Reporter: Willard Sheppard 

8/12/2011 6pm  

Length: 2:20 

The Better Business Bureau told the consumer investigative unit that some South Florida 

companies are taking money, promising to help get a passport but in the end travellers are 

left staying at home.  

   

Rising Prices in A/C 

Reporter: Willard Sheppard 

8/17/2011 6pm  

Length: 2:20 

Air conditioning an absolute must here in south Florida especially during a sweltering 

August. Now your air conditioning is a target for thieves trying to take advantage  of rising 

prices in the metals market.  

 

Teen Driving 

Reporter: Nathalie Pozo 

8/29/2011 11am  

Length: 5:00 

Teenagers are on the road every day and exposed to many dangers while driving. Dave 

Murtaugh, Michelin tire expert, informed about what the youth of today can do to keep 

safe on the road and how parents can help.  

   

Immigration Scam 

Reporter: Willard Sheppard 

9/1/2011 5pm  

Length: 2:10 

Our Consumer Investigative Unit discovered attempts by what the Government calls 

professional scam artist to steal money from thousands of families on the hopes of getting 

a visa to live here in Florida.  

 

Hialeah Fire Layoffs 

Reporter: Willard Sheppard 

9/20/2011 5pm  

Length: 2:20 

Our Consumer Investigative Unit found that residents in Hialeah may have to pay more in 

their insurance bills if fewer firefighters are layoffs due to the cutbacks and tight budgets. 

 

Hope for Homes  

Reporter: Willard Sheppard  

9/26/2011 6pm  

Length: 2:20 

Many South Floridians don’t know how much longer they can hold in to their homes, there 

is hope for you. The CIU team found a woman with the help of a South Florida nonprofit 

organization willing to take on a big lender today in an effort to save her home.  
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Condo Insurance 

Reporter: Willard Sheppard 

9/27/2011 6pm  

Length: 2:45 

Insurance experts told the CIU that many living in condos that are paying their association 

dues believe they will be protected if something happens inside their unit. Unfortunately, 

there are many loopholes found and in a flood emergency many condo owners night be in 

for big surprise.   

 

Shooger.com 

Reporter: Willard Sheppard 

9/28/2011 11am  

Length: 3:50 

Everyone these days is looking for ways to get the stuff they need without breaking the 

bank. The folks at a new deal site called shooger.com say you can find great restaurants, 

shops and other venues with the help of others.  
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EDUCATION 
 

NBC 6 airs various reports addressing issues of concern to South Florida students. 

 

High School Community Service Hours 

Reporter: Roxanne Vargas 

8/8/2011 11am 

Length: 1:05 

High School students in South Florida need more than good grades to graduate, they have 

to be good citizens too. That’s why they have to have community service hours and there’s 

a new way for them to meet the requirements. Students or high schools interested can 

register online at earnhours.com. Once registered the student receive a packet with all the 

info and even a shipping label so it’s no cost to them.  

 

Facebook Teachers 

Reporter: Cary Berglund 

8/4/2011 5pm and 11pm 

Length: 1:36 

A new law in Missouri makes it illegal from teachers and students to become Facebook 

friends. Lawmakers say it’s a safety measure but with the social network becoming a 

primary way to communicate, it is practical? 

 

YMCA 

Reporter: Shiri Spear   

8/30/2011 11am 

Length: 3:40 

After a long day at school, most kids want to have a bit of fun. The YMCA offers exciting 

and educational after school programs for all ages.   
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FAMILY 

 

Safe Kids in the USA  

Reporter: Diana Gonzalez 

8/5/2011 11pm 

Length: 1:30 

A National campaign designed to keep kids safe was launched in Florida and now 

continues at a Hospital in Hollywood. It’s message is simple “Never leave your child alone 

in a car”. Diana Gonzalez reported that last year a record number of 49 children died of 

hyperthermia after being left inside steaming cars and vans. Florida is second in the Nation 

for these deaths.  

 

No Kids Allowed  

Reporter: Janet Shamlian 

8/6/2011 6pm 

Length: 2:05 

The “No kids allowed” movement is picking up popularity. Janet Shamlian reported that a 

growing number is businesses like restaurants, movie theaters and even an airline are 

becoming kid-free zones.  

 

Forever Family   

Reporter: Gia Tutalo-Mote 

8/6/2011 6pm and 8/8/2011 11am 

Length: 1:25 

Gia Tutalo- Mote from Forever Family presented a beautiful story about two sisters and 

best friends whose only wish was to be adopted together.  

 

Facebook Roommates  

Reporter: Danya Bacchus 

8/8/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:35 

We’ve heard about predators posing as children on social network sites but, fake identities 

aren’t limited to predators. In the case of one San Diego college student, she connected 

with a prospective roommate who claimed to be someone she wasn’t.  

 

Elmo’s Healthy Heroes 

Reporter: Shiri Spear 

9/23/2011 11am 

Length: 4:30 

Jerry Dumars, Elmo and Super Grover joined us to inform about the healthy habits through 

song and dance that took place in Ft Lauderdale at the Broward Center for the Performing 

Arts.  

 

 

 

 

Curtain Up! 
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Reporter: Nathalie Pozo 

9/22/2011 11am 

Length: 1:50 

Jeff Kiltie from the Cultural Center came to our studios to inform us about “Curtain Up!,” 

a family cultural event featuring a variety of entertainment and a preview of the upcoming 

art season.  
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ETHNIC/DIVERSITY 

 

 

Same Sex Marriage 

Reporter: Kevin Corke 

7/22/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:01 

New York’s historic same-sex marriage law went into effect Sunday, and many town clerk 

officers are opening their doors to issue licenses for thousands of couples wanting to tie the 

knot today.  

 

Hispanic Heritage  

Reporter: Roxanne Vargas 

9/28/2011 11am 

Length: 4:30 

October is Hispanic Heritage Month and in celebration of the Hispanic culture, Miami 

International Mall hosted the 7
th

 Annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration with a fashion 

show.  

 

Festival Miami 

Reporter: Roxanne Vargas 

9/30/2011 11am 

Length: 2:15 

Amin de Jesus and Juan Turros from Group Suenalo introduced the Annual Music Festival 

Miami, an authentic South Florida Sound that kicked off on September 30
th

. 
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LIVE POSITIVE 

 

 

Xmas in July 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral 

7/1/2011 6pm 

Length: 0:50 

Today the first annual “Christmas in July” commenced in Hollywood and Miami. The 

Miami Rescue Mission and Broward Outreach Centers organized the block party style 

bash. Those in attendance received a day of pampering, free make-up, and grooming to 

help get them back on their feet. Just like Christmas holiday gifts were also given out to 

500 children, and each child also received a brand new pair of shoes. This event will 

continue through July 4
th

 in Pompano Beach.  

 

Dolphin Player Reading Program 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral 

7/7/2011 6pm 

Length: 0:30 

With an NFL lockout at hand, one Miami Dolphins player is lending his talents to help 

kids learn at a local library. Devone Bess got a crowd of kids pumped up about reading at 

the Little River Branch in Miami. The summer reading program will continue on until July 

23
rd

, 2011. 

 

Mom for Soldiers 

Reporter: Kevin Corke/Jackie Nespral 

7/27/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:06 

Twice a month volunteers with “America’s Moms for Soldiers” meet to put care packages 

together for our troops overseas. This month employees at the Adrienne Arsht Center want 

to get in on the action.  

 

Backpacks for Kids 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral 

7/28/2011 5pm 

Length: 0:58 

A local South Miami business is “Living Positive” by making sure orphans and foster 

children in the area return to school with much needed school supplies. This is the third 

year The Paper Boutique has organized a “Back to School Book bag Drive.”   

 

Student Film Olympics  

Reporter: Kevin Corke 

8/3/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:09 

A group of South Florida students are back home after they travelled to Athens where the 

Special Olympics began. The Communication majors from the University of Miami used 

what they learned to cover the 2011 Special Olympics.  
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Comcast Internet Essential Program  

Reporter: Julia Bagg 

8/4/2011 5pm and 11pm 

Length: 1:55 

Hundreds of thousand of Local students can count on a low-cost digital hookup this fall. 

It’s thanks to a program called “Internet Essentials” sponsored by Comcast the parent 

company of NBC Miami. Julia Bagg spoke with one family who can’t wait to get 

connected. 

 

Student to Africa  

Reporter: Christina Hernandez 

8/4/2011 11pm 

Length: 1:30 

Christina Hernandez met a group of South Florida students who just returned from a long 

trip to Africa and they all came back from the trip as changed people. This after they 

helped change the lives of other people living in a small village in Africa. 

 

Diary return  

Reporter: Scott Evans 

8/5/2011 11pm 

Length: 2:10 

An Idaho woman has been reunited with her late husband’s war diary that she never knew 

even existed. Now its giving her and her family a glimpse at a time that her late husband 

rarely talked about.  

 

The Russell Life Skills and Reading Foundation  

Reporter: Roxanne Vargas 

8/8/2011 11am 

Length: 4:25 

Football players come and go but Twan Russell has always been a part of our community. 

He not only played high school football in South Florida but played for the Canes and 

Dolphins. Years removed from the field, he still is giving back to the place he calls home 

with the same passion he had in his playing days. He spoke about his commitment with the 

Russell Life Skills and Reading Foundation. 

 

Snail Mail 

Reporter: Joe Rosato Jr. 

8/9/2011 11pm 

Length: 2:20 

Before texting, tweeting and facebooking, people communicated through old-fashioned 

letter writing. Joe Rosato Jr. gave us the details on how a group of volunteers are 

transforming emails into handwriting “Snail mail” 
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Last Summer Camp 

Reporter: Amara Sohn  

8/15/2011 11pm 

Length: 2:00 

Summer’s nearly over for school kids across the country, and that means the last day for a 

special summer camp in New York City, in a neighborhood where many kids might 

otherwise spend their summer on the streets.  

 

Surprise Wedding 

Reporter: Dale Molnar 

8/16/2011 11pm 

Length: 1:55 

Imagine it’s your wedding day and the last person to know it’s you! There’s a woman in 

Canada who knows just how that feels. She showed up at a bar on Saturday thinking she 

was going to a retirement party only to find out her husband-to-be planned her entire 

wedding day behind her back.  

 

Man Turns 103 

Reporter: Hank Tester 

8/29/2011 6pm 

Length: 2:15 

A 103 year old World War II veteran gets the birthday bash he always wanted. Harry 

Miller celebrated the big day out on the water with the US Coast Guard where he shared 

some of his war stories.  

 

Teacher of the Year 

Reporter: Kevin Corke 

9/12/2011 6pm 

Length: 1:00 

A South Florida teacher is taking some time out of the classroom to take part in a nearly 

yearlong fellowship in our Nation’s Capital. Allan Phipps, who was named Broward 

County’s 2011 Teacher of the Year is participating in the Albert Einstein distinguished 

teacher fellowship at the National Science Foundation in Washington DC. For the next 

eleven months, Phipps who is a science teacher at South Plantation High School will 

oversee the school’s award winning solar car program.  

 

Kid Saves Family from Fire 

Reporter: Jackie Nespral 

9/20/2011 6pm 

Length: 2:20 

An 11 year-old boy made a call to 911 moments after his family escaped their burning 

home. That boy was supposed to be in bed but he decided to stay up a little later than usual 

and now he is being hailed a hero.  
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Bionic Pink  

Reporter: Nathalie Pozo  

9/29/2011 11am 

Length: 4:15 

The journey of battling cancer can be a hard and long process. It can be even harder to go 

through it alone. After surviving her own battle with stage three breast cancer, Andrea 

Nugent founded her own organization, Bionic Girls, to make sure no cancer victim is ever 

along through the process.   
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COMMUNITY 

 

 

Gold Coast Roller Rink 

Reporter: Adam Kuperstein  

8/10/2011 5pm 

Length: 1:40 

An iconic hangout is closing the door on countless childhood memories here in South 

Florida. We’re talking about Gold Coast Roller Rink in Ft Lauderdale. After more than 

sixty years of first date and birthday parties it will host its final event this weekend. Adam 

Kuperstein took a last skate around the rink.  

 

Reyka Anniversary  

Reporter: Hank Tester  

8/10/2011 5pm 

Length: 2:30 

The Broward Sheriff’s office honors one of their own today- four years after he was killed 

in the line of duty. BSO Sargent Chris Reyka was gunned down in a Walgreens parking lot 

in Pompano Beach four years ago…still no one has been charged with this murder.  

 

The Piano Man 

Reporter: Christina Hernandez  

8/12/2011 6pm 

Length: 1:40 

The Piano player is lifting the spirits at one South Florida Hospital. The maestro playing 

some popular melodies, entertaining patients and visitors.  

 

Barefoot Wine 

Reporter: Nathalie Pozo  

8/12/2011 11am 

Length: 4:00 

South Florida prides itself as having one of the most pristine beaches, the Barefoot Wine 

beach rescue project is doing its part to keep our beaches beautiful.  

 

Animalia  

Reporter: Roxanne Vargas  

8/19/2011 11am  

Length: 4:20 

The Miami Beach Convention Center was the perfect location to host Animalia Pet Expo. 

There were more than 100 exhibits and plenty of seminars and information about pets.  
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Pet Adoption 

Reporter: Roxanne Vargas   

8/29/2011 11am 

Length: 4:30 

The Humane Society of Broward County has been put to the challenge as it’s competing in 

the ASPCA’s adoption challenge. The goal is to double the adoption rates by the end of 

October.  

 

Fashion Charity  

Reporter: Shiri Spear  

9/14/2011 11am  

Length: 4:25 

Mary Rego from Fashion for Charity was in our studios to inform us about the designer 

shows and fabulous items that were sold and raised money to fight human trafficking and 

domestic abuse.  

 

Police Calendar 

Reporter: Trina Robinson  

9/16/2011 11am  

Length: 4:20 

The Miami Dade Police office Keandra Simmons along with Sargent Kim Andrews and 

Commander Delrish Moss were in our studios to promote the women in blue striking a 

pose calendar for charity. Calendar was released in October 2011.  

 

Flamingo Fall Fest 

Reporter: Shiri Spear 

9/30/2011 11am  

Length: 3:20 

Fall is officially here! And the Flamingo road nursery and farmer’s market hosted different 

Fall events like pumpkin patch, hayrides and Herbie the love bug. Jim Dezell and William 

Barlow came to our studios to informed about these fun festivities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


